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Advisory Action 

In the remarks, Applicants argue in substance that the cited references do not teach or suggest 
receiving at a financial transaction processing computer system a member identifier relating to the 
member, but rather it is checking eligibility. The Examiner respectfully submits that Freeman teaches a 
system and method in which terminals are used to provide verification of patient eligibility to health care 
providers and to tell banks to pay the claims; eligibility of a member validates the identifier of a member. 
The invention disclosed by Freeman is interpreted by the Examiner as a financial transaction processing 
computer in that it provides verification of member identity (which reads on a member identifier) as shown 
in Freeman (column 7, lines 20 - 27), and authorizes the transfer of funds which reads on a financial 
transaction processing computer (Freeman: column 2, lines 26 - 49). In addition, Freeman discloses in 
the addendum, a method and system for patient eligibility and credit status (addendum: MSF #1 1 ). The 
Examiner interprets this to be a credit card type machine, which can be used to process a member's 
eligibility and credit status using a patient identification card. To further support the Examiners 
interpretation, Pritchard discloses a central brokerage computer which serves to provide fund transfer, 
which reads on a financial transaction processing computer (Pritchard: column 4, lines 56 - 64), as well 
as a method of receiving at a financial transaction processing system a member identifier relating to the 
member (column 7, lines 20 - 27). 

Thus, the proper combination of the applied references would be the incorporation of Pritchard's 
system for the transferring of funds (i.e. financial transaction processing computer) within the system and 
method for member identification and eligibility, including credit status, as taught by Freeman. 

Applicant's other remarks merely rehash issues addressed in the Final Rejection mailed 
1/29/2008, and incorporated herein. Thus, the finality of the previous Office Action is maintained. 



